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A MEETING OF STRETTON PARISH COUNCIL

WAS HELD ON TUESDAY 2nd  NOVEMBER 2009 AT 7.00PM 

IN THE PRIORY CENTRE, CHURCH ROAD, STRETTON

The following members of the Council were present:

	Mr S J Campion
	Chairman

	Mrs K Winson
Mr S Tilley
Mrs H Eynon
Mrs V Atkin
Mr M Lewis

Mr G Taylor
Mr J Fowkes
	




Also present were the clerk, Mr F Bather (ESBC), Mrs E Staples (SCC), PC Wood, PCSO’s, the press and members of the public.
	1.
0910-132
	APOLOGIES 

Apologies were received from Mr L Milner, Mr C Chapman, Mr B Buxton and Mrs M Fowkes (ESBC).


	2.
0910-133
	MINUTES OF MEETING HELD TUESDAY 6th OCTOBER 2009
These previously circulated minutes were approved and signed as a true and accurate record after a proposal by Mr S Tilley, seconded by Mrs K Winson.


	3.
	ITEMS REQUESTED FOR DISCUSSION

	0910-134
	Memorial Group – Memorial Project Update
Mr G Taylor advised that the wax model of standard “Tommy” dress would be available for the December meeting.  The model will be movable and can be altered when seen.  Mr M Goode provided some photographs of examples.


	0910-135
	Open Garden Group – Update
Mrs V Atkin advised that 10 expressions of interest to show gardens had been received.  It was agreed that the Burton Mail advertise again for interest with a closing date of end of November.  Mr C Smith confirmed that he had spoken with Mr Steed of ESBC who was willing to help with the event but preferred to meet during the day.  A meeting to be organized in December.


	4.
	MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES

	0910-136
	Clerk – Bus Shelter Seating

The Clerk read out a letter from Mr Satchwell requesting seating at the bus stop / bus shelter on Church Road at the Priory Centre which would be of great benefit to the elderly.  The letter also updated on an incident where a resident claimed that an Arriva bus did not run along Jordan Avenue, the resident has contacted Arriva and is awaiting a formal reply.



	
	The clerk advised that a full width bench type seat could not be fitted due to the width of the pavement and a smaller seat could be installed at a quoted cost of £460.00.   Mr S J Campion proposed that the seat be installed, seconded by Mr G Taylor with all present in favour.



	0910-137
	William Shrewsbury School – Barriers at entrance
The Clerk reminded of the previous request to help finance the barriers outside the school entrance.  Mrs L Staples had awarded the school a donation of 50% (£1243) from the SCC Local Community Fund.  Mr M Lewis stated that the school should find the funds themselves but Mr S Campion felt that £1243 was money well spent on the safety of the local children.   Mr S J Campion proposed that a donation of £1243 be made, seconded by Mrs K Winson with Mrs H Eynon and Mrs V Atkin in favour.  Mr M Lewis, Mr J Fowkes, Mr G Taylor and Mr S Tilley were against the donation.  The Chair then used his voting power and voted that the donation be made.


	5.

0910-138
	MATTERS RAISED BY STAFFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCILLOR AND EAST STAFFORDSHIRE BOROUGH COUNCILLORS

Mr F Bather:

· Updated on Dovecliff Road hedge, lorry parking, parking at newsagents on Main Street, blocked drains along Church Road and presentations by St Modwens on the proposed Pirelli development.
The Clerk read out report from Mr L Milner:

· Mill Stream Lane has been cleared of the fly tipping rubbish.

· The Butterfly Garden has been rebuilt with stones and flowers

· A meeting is to be held this week with regard to Speedwatch.

Mrs E Staples :  

· Informed of the recent Bikes Safe Initiative which involved local schools and a bike ride.  
· County Council focusing on E-Safety to protect young people.  “Securitas” software to be launched in schools, libraries and youth centres initially.
· SCC have a scheme in place to help support small businesses with short term loans to ease cash flow problems.


	6.

0910-139

	CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED
The following items of correspondence have been received from the sources shown and actioned as indicated.  All items were available for inspection by councillors at the meeting.

Agenda Correspondence:

	
	RSPCA
	Donation Request
	Clerk read out letter from local branch of RSPCA enquiring if a donation could be made.  Mr J Fowkes proposed a donation of £100, seconded by Mrs K Winson with Mrs H Eynon, Mrs V Atkin, Mr G Taylor and Mr M Lewis in favour.  Mr S Tilley and Mr S J Campion were against.  

	
	ESBC
	Small Society Lotteries
	The Clerk advised that renewal was due for 2010 at a cost of £20.  Mr S Tilley proposed that this be renewed, seconded by Mr S J Campion with all present in favour.

	
	Mencap
	Letter of thanks
	The Clerk read out a letter of thanks for the donation made in October.


       Any other correspondence -  available for members to peruse.

	
	South Staffs NHS
	Annual Report
	Filed

	
	St Giles Hospice
	Hospice News
	Filed

	
	Comm Council of Staffs
	Annual Report
	Filed


	7.

0910-140
	PUBLIC QUESTION TIME AND PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS
Mr E Satchwell advised that the bushes at the corner of the Chemists were a road safety hazard and should be removed.  Mr S J Campion informed that the Precinct was owned and maintained by a management company in London.  Mr Satchwell also advised of the child safety problems at school times with parking on Jordan Avenue, particularly near to the substation.
A resident advised of a mobility scooter user who continually travels along Princess Way on the highway without lights.

A resident enquired if there was any more news regarding football traffic.  Mr S J Campion confirmed that the Parish Council had no further information.

A number of residents from Chilton Court attended to complain about the proposed memorial for the Millennium Garden and that they had not been consulted.  The residents had made objections to the plans to ESBC but had not heard anything since.  Mr S J Campion advised that articles had been in the Burton Mail, presentation available to see on Community Day, details in the Parish Council minutes and that information regarding the memorial had been in the public domain for a long while.   Mr M Lewis confirmed that the planning notice had been posted.  
The residents felt that the memorial would infringe on the privacy of the residents and that the layout of the memorial was close to the properties and could be a source of nusience with vandalism and being used as a meeting place.  Mr M Lewis informed that he was sympathetic and that he had designed the memorial so that it was not possible to sit on it and would not be welcoming to children.   
They also expressed concerns with regard to the wall and potential highway issues.  Mr S Tilley confirmed that no decision had been made with regard to the erection of the wall and it was on the plans for future reference.  It was confirmed that SCC Highways had been consulted on the plans.  
The residents enquired where people would park to look at the memorial.  Mr S J Campion advised of the carpark on The Green.  
The residents enquired why the memorial could not be put in the Churchyard.  Mr S J Campion and Rev K Thomas confirmed that this had been considered originally but was not deemed possible. 
Mr G Taylor advised of the design competition that had been run in William Shrewsbury School with Year 6 pupils, and that the memorial was important for Stretton and for remembering those that had lost their lives.   
Mr Jefferies stated that the residents would put their concerns in a letter and would ask for a site meeting to discuss further.   
The residents pointed out that they had expected a response from Planning regarding any decision made.  Mr F Bather to discuss this with ESBC Planning. 


	8.

0910-141
	DATE TIME AND VENUE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be Tuesday 1st December 2009 at 7.00pm in the Priory Centre.   


	9.

0910-142
	PLANNING APPLICATIONS AND PLANNING MATTERS
There were no objections to be made from the plans brought to the meeting for discussion.


	10.

0910-143

	FINANCE
Following a proposal by Mrs V Atkin and seconded by Mr S Tilley the following cheques were approved and signed:


	PAYMENTS
	
	

	001239
	A STRETTON
	PAINTING OF BUS SHELTERS
	1022.00

	001240
	C WINSON
	GEN MAINT / MOWING
	1528.28

	001241
	C ALLEN
	SALARY
	746.64

	001242
	A J SMITH
	SALARY / REIMBURSEMENT
	1675.45

	001243
	E.ON
	ELECTRIC FOR CHANGING ROOMS
	64.06

	001244
	G McCULLOCH
	LITTERPICKING/MILL GD/BEECH
	389.00

	001245
	JEFF BANKS
	BUS SHELTER WINDOW CLEAN
	71.50

	DD
	PUBLIC WORKS LOAN
	PRIORY CENTRE LOAN
	1762.50

	DD
	CLERICAL MEDICAL
	PENSION CONTR FOR CA
	60.78

	001246
	INLAND REVENUE
	PAYE/NI FOR AJS/CA
	519.24

	001247
	W RATCLIFFE
	FLOODLIGHT TIMER CHANGES
	80.00

	001248
	SCC
	LINEMARKING
	1080.43

	001249
	WREFORD LTD
	JAP KNOTWEED STATION WALK
	207.00

	001250
	VIKING DIRECT
	STATIONERY
	112.63

	001251
	G McCULLOCH
	LITTERPICKING / MILL GRD/BEECH
	269.00

	001252
	ROYAL BRITISH LEGION
	POPPY WREATHS
	36.00

	001253
	S J CAMPION
	REIMBURSE BURTON MAIL
	14.10

	RECEIPTS
	
	

	 
	STRETTON EAGLES
	TRAINING AGREEMENT
	1400.00


	0910-144
	Hillfield CCTV
The Clerk advised that the infra red option for the cameras, which was requested at the previous meeting, would not be any extra.  The Clerk advise of the cost to install 4 cameras to cover the carpark and playarea would be £1816.76.  Following some discussion Mrs V Atkin proposed that the cameras be installed, seconded by Mrs K Winson with Mrs H Eynon, Mr J Fowkes, Mr S J Campion and Mr G Taylor in favour.  Mr M Lewis and Mr S Tilley were against.

	0910-145
	Hillfield Playarea Proposals

The Clerk advised of the cost for painting of the playarea equipment - £778.  It was proposed by Mr S J Campion to get this done, seconded by Mrs H Eynon with all present in favour.


	0910-146
	Hillfield Floodlights
The Clerk advised that a quotation had been obtained to service the floodlights and apologised for not bringing it to the meeting.  This item to be discussed at the December meeting.


	0910-147
	Precept 2010/11 – Budget

Mr S J Campion suggested that a better mower be purchased which would provide a wider cut and be more substantial for the work.  The cost would be upto £10,000.  It was agreed to include in budget.
Mr J Fowkes suggested that consideration of a MUGA for Hillfield be made.

Mr M Lewis suggested contingency for the memorial wall.  It was agreed to get the memorial installed before considering the wall.

The Clerk enquired about the Playbuilder project and what should be put into the precept for the project.  Design plans were distributed.  The budget costs for the project were approximately £85,000 (cost for clearance not yet received).  Upon discussion it was agreed to bid for equipment cost (£46131) and then budget for match funding.  Discussion took place as to future of project if bid unsuccessful.


	0910-148
	Handyman for 2010

Mr S J Campion felt that Mr C Winson had undertaken the work required and the agreement with him should be extended to the end of December 2010.  Mrs H Eynon stated that Mr Winson should be congratulated for this work.   It was proposed by Mr S Tilley to extend the agreement this was seconded by Mrs H Eynon with all present in favour.


	0910-149
	Stretton Allotment Association
The Clerk read out a letter of complaint from Mr B Gooding about the Allotment Association and his not being granted an allotment although being at the top of the waiting list.  The Clerk also read out a letter of response received from the Allotment Association.  Mr J Fowkes advised that he had also received a complaint regarding the Association Committee.  Both Mrs H Eynon and Mrs V Atkin had been approached by the Chair of the Associaation Committee to attend a meeting but both had declined due to not discussing with Parish Council first.  It was unanimously agreed that it was not for the Parish Council as landlords to become involved with any issues regarding the operation of the allotments.  A letter of response to be forwarded to Mr Gooding.
The Clerk read out a letter in response to the weedkiller issue.  The Allotment Association advise that “an officially dressed person, wearing protective clothing and a fluorescent jacket, was seen using an industrial sprayer along the fence”.  Enquiries had been made with ESBC who state that they have not undertaken any spraying in Stretton.

The Clerk advised of another letter from the Allotment Assocation requesting permission from the Parish Council to erect a shelter for use by allotment holders when raining.  Mrs H Eynon proposed that this be agreed, seconded by Mr S J Campion with all present in favour.   They also enquire if there is any more land which could be used for allotments – none available.

The Clerk advised that the lease for the Allotment Association was due for renewal.  After discussion it was suggested that the following changes be made to the lease :

Term of lease to be 10 years

Annual rent to be increased to £20 per year – index linked

Copies of agendas/minutes to be forwarded to the Parish Council

Access pathway from gate to end should be of van width and kept clear 

Mrs V Atkin proposed that these changes be incorporated into the new lease, seconded by Mrs K Winson with all present in favour.




	11. 
	MATTERS RAISED BY MEMBER

	0910-1
	Time did not permit.
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